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Sandra Arnold is a fiction writer. She was co-founder of the literary magazine Takahe which was first
published in 1989, and was fiction editor for the magazine for several years. Arnold&rsquo;s first
novel, A Distraction of Opposites (1992) is set in an imagined and rather sinister world of New
Zealand letters. Her second novel, Tomorrow's Empire (2000), is set in England, Turkey, New
Zealand and the USA. Her fiction has also appeared in journals and anthologies and her writing has
been broadcast on national radio.

Arnold, Sandra (1945 - ) is an English-born writer who has lived in New Zealand since 1976. In 1989
she was awarded the Louis Johnson New Writers' Bursary. In the same year with David Howard she
founded the literary magazine Takahe, and was its fiction editor until 1995. A teacher of English as a
Foreign Language at Christchurch Polytechnic Institute of Technology, Arnold has lived in the USA,
Turkey, Brazil and Oman, and her writing often reflects this international flavour.

Her first novel, A Distraction of Opposites (Hazard Press, 1992) is set in an imagined - and rather
sinister - world of New Zealand letters. '[F]Jull of inventive leaps,' writes the Christchurch Star, '...not
a comforting tale, but one that challenges and shocks throughout." The Daily Telegraph writes: 'Her
writing is clean and taut, her characters convincing, her denouement satisfying. This book... extends
and disturbs the frontiers of New Zealand writing.'

Tomorrow's Empire (Horizon Press, 2000) is Arnold's second novel. Set in England, Turkey, New
Zealand and the USA. 'Her ravishing descriptions of Istanbul chart with consummate ease, a culture
and society hovering uneasily, as they have done for centuries, between East and West," writes the
Christchurch Press .

"Tomorrow's Empire tells a compelling story. In the central figure of Celik, Sandra Arnold has created
an individual and complex character, who, while he both fascinates and infuriates, is at the same
time a window into a cultural mindset and set of values invariably misunderstood, or even feared in
the west.'

In this moving and compelling memoir, the story of 22-year-old Rebecca Arnold is told. She was
diagnosed with a rare and vicious cancer and, 13 months later, this vibrant, talented young woman
was dead asA her family wasA left to cope with a tidal wave of grief and loss. Neither sentimental
nor voyeuristic, this personal journey isA instead a restrained tellingA—by Rebecca's mother,
SandraA—that is ultimately powerfully redemptive. This novel-like narrative will help the
nonbereaved better understand the anguish of losing a child.
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