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John G Jackson is perhaps the most influential Black Atheist of the Harlem Renaissance. In this
recent book by Jackson he makes this quite clear in the chapter entitled "Twilights of the Gods". In
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my recent investigation on the internet I found a well critique of this chapter and I quote the
following:

"Perhaps the best written insight into Jackson's personal expression of Atheism is found in Man,
God, and Civilization, chapter 8. This chapter (entitled "Twilight of the Gods") concerns the various
maneuvers used by the Christian church to regroup following the advances of scientific knowledge.
Here, Jackson ridicules the corrupt "God/Devil" alliance and the underlying "Good Cop/Bad Cop"
mentality Christians teach. Wit and irony characterize Jackson's writings as evidenced by his
adopting the phrase, "Christianity before Christ." Especially when relating his own views, Jackson
writes in a lighthearted vein. For example, his dedication to Introduction to African Civilizations
mocks Afrophobes such as Huxley, Toynbee, Hitler, and Schockley: "The book is dedicated to
everybody with an African ancestry - the whole human race!" (...)

Also, I would like to commend Jackson for honestly and accurately displaying the civilization of
Ethiopia and Egypt before the Mesopotamia cilization. Many people may not be aware but quite a
few people have defended the idea that civilization spread from Mesopotamia to all other areas of
the world; although there isnt any evidence to substantiate this position. Still, the only reason this
view was/is adopted because it was fashionable to believe that no African peoples were capable of
developing a great civilization !

I purchased Man, God, and Civilization written by Dr. John G. Jackson from a local bookstore. I
asked the owner of the bookstore what books would he recommend for people to read. Out of all the
books in the bookstore the owner recommend people to start with Man, God, and Civilization. I am
glad he did.

This non-fiction book is the best book I have ever read. Man, God, and Civilization is my favorite
book. I have real alot of books, but this is the first time I have a favorite. The author is clearly a
genius, brilliant, smart, and knows his stuff. This book is about the origins of man. The origins of the
universe and man from a scientific view are explained. The author uses facts and objective data
when explaining something. The author then states the origins of when people started believing in
magic, religion, and science. He gives sufficient evidence of where the concept of a monotheistic
god came from. You will learn the origins of Christianity and where the concept of the trinity of God,
Jesus, and the Holy Ghost was invented. For people that want more information on the invention of
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam; and the inventions of God, Jesus, Allah, the Holy Spirit, and the
Holy Ghost I will refer you to videos and books of my favorite historian, the great Dr. Ben Yosef
Jochannan. The reader should also read The African Origin of Christianity (1981) and Christianity
before Christ (1985), both by Dr. Jackson.
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Jackson was born in Aiken, South Carolina on April 1, 1907 and raised Methodist.[1] At the age of
15 he moved to Harlem, New York, where he enrolled in Stuyvesant High School. During this time,
he became interested in African-American history and culture and began writing essays on the
subject. They were so impressive that in 1925, while still a high school student, Jackson was invited
to write for Marcus Garvey's newspaper, Negro World.[2]

From 1930 onwards, Jackson became associated with a number of Pan-African historians, activists
and writers, including Hubert Harrison, Arturo Alfonso Schomburg, John Henrik Clarke, Willis
Nathaniel Huggins and Joel Augustus Rogers. He also authored a number of books on African
history, promoting a Pan-African and Afrocentrist view, such as Man, God, and Civilization (1972)
and Introduction to African Civilizations (1974). He also became interested in the idea of
Christianity's origins in the Egyptian religion. A staunch atheist, he authored a number of books on
the idea, including The African Origin of Christianity (1981) and Christianity before Christ (1985), as
well as writing the foreword to Gerald Massey's Lectures (1974). He also wrote the controversial
text, Was Jesus Christ a Negro? (1984), which argued that Jesus may have been a black man.[3] In
1987, Jackson wrote a biographical article about Hubert Harrison for American Atheists entitled
"Hubert Henry Harrison: The Black Socrates". In it, he praised not only Harrison's agnostic atheism,
but also his educational and civil rights achievements. It was later published as a seven-page
pamphlet.[4][5]

According to author and professor John G. Jackson, not enough students are aware that European
history is a product of the recent past -- that European culture was not indigenous, but derived from
the older civilizations of African and Asia. Now, in this fascinating volume, he sets the record
straight.
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