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This work is a comprehensive account of the history and politics of Pakistan from its inception to its
breakup, which resulted in the establishment of Bangladesh. It encompasses with depth and
precision all the developments in politics, economy, and foreign relations that help in understanding
the historical process. It throws light on the democratic and military systems that have governed
Pakistan since its commencement and analyses the reasons for their collapse. It examines many
other related phenomena like attempts to frame a Constitution and the military action in East
Pakistan, and thereby evolves a study of Pakistan's history which is many faceted and illuminating.

Part One: 1947-1954 1. Struggle for Survival 2. Consolidation 3. Democratic Process: Strains and
Stresses 4. The Institutional Imbalance Part Two: 1954-1958 5. Consensus by Command 6.
Beginning of Coalition Governments 7. Confronting the Basic Issues 8. Termination of the
Democratic Process Part Three: 1958-1969 9. The First Martial Law Regime 10. Controlle Politics,
Economic Development, and Bilateralism 11. Election, War, and the Tashkent Declaration 12.
Downfall of the Ayub Regime Part Four: 1969-1971 13. The Second Martial Law Regime 14. The
General Elections, 1970

This work is a doubly welcome addition to the growing number of studies on Pakistan's formative
period. First, the reader is able to benefit from the author's sustained scholarly engagement with this
topic. Second, it is good to have a piece provided by a historian who plies his professional trade
within Pakistan ... both competent and accessible. It is sure to enlighten and entertain a general
readership in Pakistan ... It is hoped that a new generation of Pakistani scholars will draw inspiration
from the lucidity and wisdom with which M. Rafique Afzal writes.
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