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the start of the Second World War in 1939, the Royal Navy acquired First World War surplus
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Like his uncle, a member of the 11th Hussars who survived the Charge of the Light Brigade, Stan
Smith was himself a survivor - and the last survivor of the "Black Hole of Baku". The story of this
appalling incident was not given much publicity, but it bears comparison with the worst atrocities
endured by prisoners of the Japanese in the Second World War.

Smith was one of 28 volunteers under Commander Bruce Fraser sent to Enzeli, a port on the
Caspian Sea, just after the First World War, in an attempt to prevent the advance of the Bolshevik
revolution into Georgia. The whole party was captured and incarcerated in two small earth-floored
cells. They were forced to witness atrocities beyond the imagination of any but the depraved. Men
and women were disembowelled and mutilated in front of the naval party and then shot.

They had been reported "Missing, believed killed"; they were starving, lousy and in rags. There had
been death in the cells, where bodies were left to decompose. Eventually, after almost two years,
Fraser was able to get a concealed message to the British ambassador, carried out by his Georgian
interpreter. Out of the 28 fit volunteers, only 14 survived and two of these died on the hospital boat
home.

At the beginning of the war Smith had enrolled as a 15-year-old in the Royal Navy. At the Battle of
Jutland in 1916, he was a gun-layer in the destroyer HMS Spitfire when, during a torpedo attack on
an enemy battleship, he was the only survivor of his gun's crew: his ship was hit several times, and
he was badly wounded himself.

After recovering from a serious leg wound, Smith volunteered to join one of the "Q-ships" - old
merchant ships with concealed guns. After fitting out, Q-12, the first Q-ship, left harbour to swing
compasses and was promptly torpedoed by one of the U-boats she was intended to combat.
Onboard the second Q-ship, Smith and his gun's crew faced a submarine's shelling until it came
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close enough to be itself sunk.

Smith's peacetime career saw him join a naval party searching for the lost Colonel Fawcett in the
upper Amazon jungle, pirate hunting near Hong Kong, and four years' adventures on the China
station, as well as a long commission based in Bermuda. Smith's memoirs, Sea of Memories (1985),
read like yarns from Boy's Own.

Pensioned in 1939, Smith was recalled within a few weeks of his discharge, at the outbreak of the
Second World War. With the rank of Chief Petty Officer he found himself second-in-command of the
gunnery training ranges at Sheerness; his batteries defended the Thames estuary and he was
frequently under direct air-attack. Smith was responsible for the construction of one of the first
Commando Training Courses, as Chief Gunnery Instructor. He was retired a second time at the end
of hostilities.

Stan Smith maintained correspondence with his former commander, Bruce Fraser. They were the
last two survivors of the "Black Hole of Baku". Smith, by then in a wheelchair, was the guest of the
Royal Navy in 1990 when the Duke of Edinburgh unveiled a bust of Admiral of the Fleet Lord Fraser
of North Cape in Portsmouth Dockyard. The Duke accepted a copy of Smith's autobiography and
Smith was presented with the Union Flag which had veiled the statue.

Book Description: Spellmount Publishers Ltd, 1985. Hardcover. Book Condition: Very Good. Sea of
Memories This book is in very good condition and will be shipped within 24 hours of ordering. The
cover may have some limited signs of wear but the pages are clean, intact and the spine remains
undamaged. This book has clearly been well maintained and looked after thus far. Money back
guarantee if you are not satisfied. See all our books here, order more than 1 book and get
discounted shipping. . Bookseller Inventory # W3-L1-R104M-07149

Book Description: SPELLMOUNT PUBLISHERS LTD, 1985. Hardback. Book Condition: Good.
Despatched from UK within 24hrs. Published by Spellmount Publishers Ltd in 1985. Binding:
Hardback with Dust jacket. Number of pages: 144. Condition: Good. Used book but in Good
Condition for sensible price. #8640004. Bookseller Inventory # 8640004

Book Description: Spellmount Publishers Ltd, 1985. Hardcover. Book Condition: Good.
9780946771189 Will be shipped promptly from UK warehouse. Book is in good condition with no
missing pages, no damage or soiling and tight spine. There may be some dog-eared pages showing
previous use but overall a great book. Bookseller Inventory # W3-L1-R090I-06683

Book Description: Spellmount Publishers Ltd, 1985. Hardcover. Book Condition: Good. Sea of
Memories This book is in good or better condition. It has no tears to the pages and no pages will be
missing from the book. The spine of the book is still in great condition and the front cover is
generally unmarked. It has signs of previous use but overall is in really nice, tight condition. Shipping
is normally same day from our UK warehouse. We offer a money back guarantee if you are not
satisfied. Bookseller Inventory # W3-L1-R090I-06683

Book Description: Tunbridge Wells, 1985, Spellmount, UK first edition, hard bound in dust jacket, 5
1/2 x 8 1/2, VG/VG condition, ( light corner bump, & price clipped ), 143
pages.---------------------------------------------This book is one man's adventures over 29 years in the
Royal Navy. William Stanley Smith, known to his friends as 'Stan' was born in 1899. At the age of 15
years he ran away to sea and this is the beginning of a fascinating
story---------------------------------Stan Smith is one of the few survivors alive today who participated in
the Battle of Jutland. This book is a narrative of Stan Smith's experiences in the Royal Navy written
with a little help from his friends. It covers all the emotions of life in the Navy but more is an
expression of an ordinary man's exciting exploits.With active service spanning 2 World Wars the
Russian Revolution, the Spanish Civil War and other areas policed by the Royal Navy. In the
Russian Revolution Stan Smith and 24 sailors under the command of Captain Bruce Fraser were
captured by the Bolsheviks and imprisoned. This episode of Stan's life is still vivid to him today.Stan
Smith's recollection of the Great Fighting Ships of the First World War including the 'Q' Ships makes



this book both interesting and informative. Bookseller Inventory # 34011

Book Description: Tunbridge Wells: Spellmount, 1985. First edition. 143 pp. Fine copy in Near Fine
dust-jacket. One man&#146;s adventures over 29 years in the Royal Navy. A survivor of the Battle
of Jutland, the author also survived action in the Russian Revolution, the Spanish Civil War and
World War Two. ISBN 0946771189. Bookseller Inventory # 9880

Book Description: Spellmount, U. K., 1985. Hard Cover. Book Condition: Very Good. Dust Jacket
Condition: Very Good. First UK. Volunteer at 15 at outbreak WW I, followed by 29 years in RN. Was
at Battle of Jutland, Russian Revolution, Spanish Civil War, captured by Bolsheviks, 'Q" ships,
Turkish/Armenian horrors, with Prince George as a fellow seaman; China pirates - a full fledged life
in the RN worldwide service. Bookseller Inventory # 048702
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credit cards and maestro/switch cards/pay pal and then payment/ref of book). (We do not exccept
Amex, American express.)orders of £5.00 and above on credit/debit cards only please. Owing to
new regulations we cannot accept card details via email, however we are willing to take details in a
telephone call.Discount on books over £15.00 is 10% to book traders only. We also offer a free book
search and are always happy ... [More Information]

Store Description: We are situated on the eastern slopes of Frodsham Hill looking eastwards over
the lovely Cheshire Plain towards Manchester, the Penines and Staffordshire. We are exactly 2
miles from Frodsham town centre, up the hill on the left hand side. Frodsham is a lovely old Market
Town with and attractive, wide high street and a thriving open-air Thursday Market. Cheshire Books
occupies a 3,500 sq ft., ground floor building at Lady Heyes, an antiques and craft centre with over
60 interesting units complimenting Cheshire Books.

Portions of this page may be (c) 2006 Muze Inc. Some database content may also be provided by
Baker & Taylor Inc. Copyright 1995-2006 Muze Inc. For personal non-commercial use only. All rights
reserved. Content for books is owned by Baker & Taylor, Inc. or its licensors and is subject to
copyright and all other protections provided by applicable law.

Description: Used-Good. This book is in good condition. All pages are intact... Used-Good. This
book is in good condition. All pages are intact, there are no tears to the book and the book is nice
and clean. The pages might be slightly dog eared through previous use and textbooks might have a
small amount of highlighting but nothing which will obstruct getting the maximum out of the book.
Customers are protected by 100% refund guarantee if they are not happy.

Copyright in bibliographic data and cover images is held by Nielsen Book Services Limited, Baker &
Taylor, Inc., or by their respective licensors, or by the publishers, or by their respective licensors. For
personal use only. All rights reserved. All rights in images of books or other publications are
reserved by the original copyright holders.

This is a quick and easy read. An interesting, if rather shallow, biography. Contains some history of
Royal Navy action mainly of the first world war. Battle of Jutland, Q-ships and imprisonment in the
"black hole of Baku" are mentioned. It's a pity that Stan Smith didn't keep a diary which would have
enabled him to construct a more detailed and thorough account. This book consists only of
memories recalled near the end of his life. Maybe that's why there seem to be innacuracies such as
sailing round the cape to get from Argentina to the Falklands. However, as Stan says, the sailors
were there to do a job and didn't think about the whys or wherefores so maybe a sailors account
could seldom be very detailed. This book has prompted me to find out about the Baku incident and
also the strange story of Para in Brazil. Stan Smith...a brave guy!

Terms of Sale: As a distance seller based in England, I am required to abide by the terms of the
?Distance Selling Act?, details of which are freely available. This ensures that you have the highest
degree of protection when purchasing from me. Alongside that, I prefer to treat my customers in the
manner that I expect to be treated; my guarantee is complete satisfaction or your money back… I



aim to please, not just for the one book sale but to ensure that should you require another book,
another time that my name ... [More Information]

Shipping Terms: The book price includes 2nd class shipping by Royal Mail (up to 2Kg.) within the
United Kingdom. Shipping (all by air, 3-5 days or 7-20 days) rates outside of the UK are reduced
accordingly to reflect this. Insurance and expedited shipping is available — please use the “ask the
bookseller a question” button for details.

Store Description: BookLovers of Bath is based in the rural idyll of Peasedown St. John in Somerset
(God?s Own Country) in the south west of England and actually very nearly in Bath. My wife and I
own the village Post Office where I keep a selected, eclectic, mix of hardback and paperback books
for sale within the shop which is open normal Post Office hours. I do not encourage visitors to my
book storage building but am happy to retrieve any books for inspection if you give me a little notice.
That way you can have a cup of tea whilst you peruse said volumes…
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