
The culture of American college radio, Samuel J. Sauls, Iowa State University Press, 2000,
0813820685, 9780813820682, 216 pages. The Culture of American College Radio was written with
a "general and accessible" approach, emphasizing a threefold application. First, and foremost, it
provides a "general overview" of college radio. Secondly, the classroom function of the book
addresses telecommunications in higher education, serving to introduce the student to the world of
college radio broadcasting in America. Finally, to provide the needed "how-to" approach, at the end
of each chapter the reader will find a section entitled "Practical Applications".As a more cultural
view, the intention of The Culture of American College Radio was to develop a broader intellectual
base, thus placing college radio within the context of the larger population encompassing both the
college campus and mass cultural landscape. The goal has been to envision college radio in a wider
social, cultural, and institutional domain, thus providing a more significant contribution to the
discussion of communication skills.. 
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As a disc jockey at a very small college station [...] that does only webcasting, I decided to give this
a read for some more background into the culture of American college radio. Sauls did a great job of
laying down the culture of the college radio station, especially focusing on the issues of community
and campus involvement as well as FCC guidelines.

One major caveat for me was little mention of webcasting. This new technology (along with
downloadable radio shows, aka: podcasts) is emerging as a key component of the college radio
station. Some stations (including mine) have, for various reasons, focused more attention on the
webcast, if not entire abandoning the FM Dial (However, a majority of college radio stations will
continue to broadcast on FM). The book focuses on webcasting and the internet for only the last
chapter or two. Since this book's first edition in 2000, the technology is evolving and the book's brief
information on it is mostly obsolete and irrelevant.

Most books on the subject of radio tend to give short shrift to college radio stations. Having worked
for a few, including a stint as station manager for WPTS at Pitt, I started an outline in 1995 of what a
book dedicated to college radio might look like. Alas, teaching during the day and running an indy
label in the evening and managing bands at night, I never got around to writing more than a chapter.
Sauls has gone and written the book! And a good book it is! I recommend this work for anyone who
worked (or is currently or wants to work) for a college radio station. Not so much for the listeners, the
book gives students the entire lowdown on starting and running a station. It needs to include LPFM
and webcasting information - this was sort of skimmed over (and "audionet" no longer goes by that
moniker). At times the book does read a little too much like a textbook, but in other segments (like
the one written by McKenzie) the information is highly readable and informative. Bonus points for the
appendices, a risky move since a lot of this stuff can become outdated before a book goes to print.
Dr. Sauls if you're thinking about a second edition or another book along these lines, please e-mail
me and we can exchange notes! Anyone else should buy this book right now!

The Culture of American College Radio was written with a "general and accessible" approach,
emphasizing a threefold application. First, and foremost, it provides a "general overview" of college
radio. Secondly, the classroom function of the book addresses telecommunications in higher



education, serving to introduce the student to the world of college radio broadcasting in...more The
Culture of American College Radio was written with a "general and accessible" approach,
emphasizing a threefold application. First, and foremost, it provides a "general overview" of college
radio. Secondly, the classroom function of the book addresses telecommunications in higher
education, serving to introduce the student to the world of college radio broadcasting in America.
Finally, to provide the needed "how-to" approach, at the end of each chapter the reader will find a
section entitled "Practical Applications".As a more cultural view, the intention of The Culture of
American College Radio was to develop a broader intellectual base, thus placing college radio within
the context of the larger population encompassing both the college campus and mass cultural
landscape. The goal has been to envision college radio in a wider social, cultural, and institutional
domain, thus providing a more significant contribution to the discussion of communication
skills.(less)

He wanted to produce both a practical handbook for college radio programmers and analyze the
cultural value and impact of college radio in America. He ended up only with sketchy details on how
to manage a college radio station and the culture of college radio was mostly his raiding his
graduate thesis on how college radio stations obtain...more This book is one that was sorely
needed, unfortunately I must admit that Sauls, in attempting to combine two books in one, did not
accomplish enough with either.
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Sauls (radio, television, and film, U. of North Texas-Denton) provides a cultural overview of college
radio combined with a practical guide to running a college radio station successfully. Includes
resources for college radio station operators, managers, staff, and student volunteers. Annotation c.
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