
World War Two, Michael J. Lyons, Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2004, 0130977691, 9780130977694, 372
pages.  Highly regarded for its clarification of the complexities of World War II, the book illuminates
the origins, course, and long-range effects of the war and provides a balanced account that
analyzes both the European and Pacific theaters of operations and the connections between them.
The Fourth Edition incorporates new material from the latest literature, offering modified conclusions
on key topics and expanding coverage throughout.  The author examines the origins of World War
II, the legacy of World War I, the rise of the dictators, the road to war, Germany's march of conquest,
globalization of the war, the second front question and the invasion of North America, war in the
Atlantic, the allied bombing offensive, the home fronts, and the triumph of the allies.  For World War
II enthusiasts. . 

History of World War II.: Victory and aftermath , Marshall Cavendish Corporation, Jan 1, 2004,
World War, 1939-1945., 960 pages. Presents a comprehensive discussion of the origins, events,
campaigns and personalities of World War II..

The Second World War A World in Flames, Alexander Stilwell, 2004, History, 480 pages. Uses
contemporary documentation, private writings, and historical research to assess the military,
political, and historical significance of World War II..

India After Gandhi The History of the World's Largest Democracy, Ramachandra Guha, 2008, India,
300 pages. Told in lucid and beautiful prose, the story of Indias wild ride since independence is a
riveting one. Guha explores the dramatic protests and conflicts that have shaped modern ....

Delivered from evil the saga of World War II, Robert Leckie, Nov 11, 1987, History, 998 pages. .

World War II land, sea & air battles, 1939-1945, Christopher Chant, Jan 1, 1977, History, 250
pages. .

Oxford Companion to World War II , Ian Dear, M. R. D. Foot, Oct 25, 2001, History, 1039 pages.
Written by an international team of contributors, this is one of the most wide-ranging works available
on the Second World War. Its 1,750 alphabetically arranged entries cover ....

The Second World War A Short History, R. A. C. Parker, Sep 27, 2001, History, 330 pages. The
Second World War is a compact but comprehensive and absorbing history of the war. It examines
the causes of the war, how it was won and lost, and its far-reaching ....

World War 2 , H. P. Willmott, Robin Cross, Charles Messenger, Sep 20, 2004, , 319 pages. Certain
to appeal to both military history buffs and general readers alike, this complete visual account of the
Second World WarQwritten by the author of "Bombers, The Citadel ....

World War I a short history, Michael J. Lyons, Jan 1, 1994, , 401 pages. .

World War II , Smithmark Publishing, Feb 1, 1998, , 400 pages. Historical, personal, and technical



aspects of the Second World War are explored in this six-book series. Each book examines a
different facet of the war, from the military ....

History of the Second World War , Basil Henry Liddell Hart, Apr 16, 1999, History, 766 pages.
History of the Second World War, B. H. Liddell Hart's last work as well as his magnum opus,
embodies the fruits of twenty years of research and a lifetime of thinking on war ....

The Nazi Dictatorship Problems and Perspectives of Interpretation, Ian Kershaw, Aug 28, 2000,
History, 293 pages. 'The Nazi Dictatorship' has become the classic exploration of the complex
issues historians face when they interpret the Third Reich. Ian Kershaw synthesizes and evaluates
this ....

Best Little Stories from World War II More Than 100 True Stories, C. Brian Kelly, Nov 1, 2010,
History, 448 pages. BEHIND THE GREAT POWERS, global military conflict, and infamous battles
are more than 100 incredible stories that bring to life the Second World War..

The World at War , Mark Arnold-Forster, Richard James Overy, 2001, World War, 1939-1945, 340
pages. The Second World War was the largest and most appalling military conflagration in history. It
killed millions of people. It destroyed much of the old Europe. It altered the ....

Highly regarded for its concise clarification of the complexities of World War II, this book illuminates
the origins, course, and long-range effects of the war. It provides a balanced account that analyzes
both the European and Pacific theaters of operations and the connections between them. The Fifth
Edition incorporates new material based on the latest scholarship, offering updated conclusions on
key topics and expanded coverage throughout.

Author Michael J. Lyons has drawn from the vast array of new historical literature to update this
fourth edition. He has increased his coverage of the Holocaust as well as German occupation
policies along with both collaboration and resistance among various European peoples. Readers will
find an expanded chapter on the home fronts of the leading belligerent powers, greater attention to
Japan 'n the period preceding the war as well as a discussion of the bitter hatred that characterized
the conflict between Americans and Japanese in the Pacific. Lyons also focuses more fully on the
Allied D-Day landings along the coast of Normandy in June 1944 and on the hardships of the
common fighting man during the conflict.

This interesting and very well written book is intended as a general text book for teaching purposes,
and as such is geared to a more basic and general understanding of the broad sweep, causes,
course, and effects of the Second World War than it is a revealing or thought-provoking examination
or reinterpretation of all the evidence such as Weinberg's magisterial "A World At Arms" or Murray
and Millet's comprehensive "A War To Be Won". That being said, it is indeed an excellent text, now
in its third edition.

Written by author Michael J. Lyons, it comprises a very readable overview of every salient aspect in
the war, albeit briefly, in all the political, diplomatic, economic, military and human dimensions in
which the war was played out. Not only does it quite adequately detail the significant events
precipitating the conflict, but also describes very well the manifest consequences of the defeat of
both Germany and Japan. Lyons gives us a reader-friendly account of both European and Pacific
campaigns, and provides a lot of interesting and useful connections between the two fronts.

Long in use, the book is generally regarded as being quite literate and yet eminently readable,
hence its wide use in college classrooms. The text not only provides the kind of comprehensive
overview students need to make sense of such an overwhelming historical phenomenon as WWII,
but also serves to illuminate the mechanics behind the origins, course, and consequent long-term
effects of that war, providing a well reasoned and balanced overview that while uncontroversial, also
pulls few punches regarding causes and effects. I would recommend its purchase for anyone
wanting a nice hardbound overview that is easy to read and also relatively kind to one's limited



resources. Enjoy

The book definitely offers a good overview of the EUROPEAN part of World War II, from diplomatic,
economic, military before and during the conflict. Lyons offers a balanced view of conflict and that
would both be suitable for academics and general readers alike. Lyons' style also provide the wealth
of information in an interesting way.

In depth text of the events prior, during and after World War II. Starts with the Signing of the Treaty
of Versailles by the "Big Three" (France, Britain and United States) and ends with the events leading
to the unset of the Korean War. In the text there are numerous maps of military strategies and
movements from the Mediterranean Theater Operations to Germans' Blitzkrieg. I personal
recommend this prestigious text for anyone wanting an extensive academia perspective to the
events, people, and situations of World War II.

I give this only a 4 due to the poor quality of the binding and the poor black and white maps and
photos. If on content alone, it would be a 6 (yeah, not possible - I know). M. Lyons does a
tremendous job illuminating the facts behind the battles and decisions in the most concise and
precise ways. I teach a CO-OP home-school WWII class and this will be on my lectern from Day 1!

He then begins a thorough trek through the history of this great conflict. He illuminates the military
strategies and battles with precision and deftness. This book delves much deeper than just a liturgy
of the various battles, their outcomes, and the fortunes of the combatants. It also covers the whys
and what-for's that led to the battle decisions and those who made them.

If you're looking for a text to teach the whole history of the war and want it done WELL in just over
300 pages, this is the one. It's remarkable how he seems to not miss a topic yet uses so little space
- the sign of excellent writing! While the cost is somewhat high (hey, it's a college textbook), it is
more than worth it.

Highly regarded for its clarification of the complexities of World War II, the book illuminates the
origins, course, and long-range effects of the war and provides a balanced account that analyzes
both the European and Pacific theaters of operations and the connections between them. The
"Fourth Edition" incorporates new material from the latest literature, offering modifie...more Highly
regarded for its clarification of the complexities of World War II, the book illuminates the origins,
course, and long-range effects of the war and provides a balanced account that analyzes both the
European and Pacific theaters of operations and the connections between them. The "Fourth
Edition" incorporates new material from the latest literature, offering modified conclusions on key
topics and expanding coverage throughout. The author examines the origins of World War II, the
legacy of World War I, the rise of the dictators, the road to war, Germany's march of conquest,
globalization of the war, the second front question and the invasion of North America, war in the
Atlantic, the allied bombing offensive, the home fronts, and the triumph of the allies. For World War
II enthusiasts.(less)

I found this a helpful overview of World War II, with a good introduction which discussed some of the
stresses leading to World War I and then World War II. Helpful, brief commentary on some major
personalities. Commented on some of the controversial decisions by generals, political leaders, etc.
This is under 300 pages so obviously not complete, but I think that with this behind me, I can better
read the more detailed, more complete histories--as well as books dealing mainly with one
particular...more I found this a helpful overview of World War II, with a good introduction which
discussed some of the stresses leading to World War I and then World War II. Helpful, brief
commentary on some major personalities. Commented on some of the controversial decisions by
generals, political leaders, etc. This is under 300 pages so obviously not complete, but I think that
with this behind me, I can better read the more detailed, more complete histories--as well as books
dealing mainly with one particular aspect of the war (e.g. Japan, or China, Stalingrad, etc.). Do wish
it had had more maps. But overall a solid intro I think--apparently used a great deal as a college
textbook.



This book contained a lot of great information about before, during, and shortly after WWII.
However, the traditional columns made it hard to read--future editions should make the book more
into a novel-sized book for easier reading per page (one column, lots of white space, larger text).
Also, some of the words were spelled wrong: "commitment" being spelled with two t's is the most
popular that I noticed. The writing style was easy to follow and a joy to read.

An overview of the political, diplomatic, economic, military and human aspects of the war. Covers
the events that triggered the conflict and the effects of the defeat of Germany and Japan. Presents
an account of the European and Pacific theaters and the connection between them. This second
edition features a section on total war and the home fronts and an updated chapter linking the war
with the transformation of Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union in the late 1980s-1990s. Includes
maps and b&w photos. Annotation c. Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com)

When the first edition of World War II: A Short History appeared in 1989, the conflict had already
inspired over 70,000 volumes. The number has risen steadily since then. In this fourth edition, I
again have incorporated material from the vast array of new literature, along with suggestions from
readers. In particular, I have increased coverage of the Holocaust as well as German occupation
policies and the issues of collaboration and resistance among European peoples. I have also
expanded the chapter on the home fronts in the chief belligerent countries and have devoted more
attention to Japan in the period preceding the war as well as in regard to the Japanese biological
and chemical warfare program. In addition, I have dwelt to a greater extent on the intense hatred
between Americans id Japanese that marked the war in the Pacific and set it apart to some extent
from the conflict between the Western Allies and Germany. I have added a section on early efforts
to break the German cipher that eventually enabled the Allies to read enemy messages on a regular
basis, the process known by the code name "Ultra." In the light of new research, I have modified my
analysis on the German victory in the West in 1940 to a certain degree. I have also focused in
greater detail on the Allied landings in Normandy. Finally, I have interjected as much material as
possible to illustrate what it was like to be a fighting man during the war. I have tried to accomplish
all of this without expanding the book to un-manageable length. It is, after all, billed as a short
history. By its very nature, it cannot cover everything in the detail one might like.

My basic purpose in this edition is still the same as that which prompted me to write the first: to
satisfy the needs of the college student in the classroom as well as those of the general reader. At
the same time, I have sought to provide a relatively brief synthesis of the work of other scholars that
the professional historian will find useful. With these aims in mind, I have endeavored neither to
overestimate the reader's knowledge of the subject nor to insult his or her intelligence by being too
elementary. In pursuit of this elusive goal, I have attempted to fashion a book that is readable,
informative, understandable, and interesting. Each reader will determine how well I have succeeded.

Though focusing primarily on the Second World War, I have examined the many factors that
combined to cause that terrible calamity as well as the most significant effects of the conflict.
Obviously, in a work of this scope, it has been necessary to deal selectively and summarily with the
highly complex history of the decades preceding the outbreak of hostilities in 1939 and the period
that followed the defeat of Germany and Japan in 1945. I have also striven to present a balanced
account that does justice to both the European and Pacific theaters of operations and the
connections between them. The global conflagration gave birth to innumerable controversies, and I
have done my best `to analyze the most important of these while often presenting my own views as
to the best interpretations to place on them.

Any author incurs numerous debts in writing and publishing a book. Mine start with the late
Professor Harold C. Deutsch, whose masterful course at the University of Minnesota kindled my
fascination with the Second World War. Thanks also go to the many students who enrolled in my
own World War II course at North Dakota State University during a period of over two decades.
Their obvious interest helped stimulate my dedication to this project. Professor Archer Jones offered
encouragement and advice during his years as dean of the College of Humanities and Social
Sciences. I must also acknowledge my discussions, not to mention arguments, with Professor
James D. Sadkovich, which helped to alter my view of Italy's performance in the war to some extent.



My good friend and colleague Professor David B. Danbom provided me with inspiration by example
as well as strong personal support. I also greatly appreciate the encouragement and suggestions of
Professor A. Harding Ganz.

I am indebted, too, for the many valuable suggestions offered by the readers who found my
manuscript worthy of publication. These include James P Shenton, Columbia University; Joseph W
Bendersky, Virginia Commonwealth University; David Detzer, Western Connecticut State University;
John Maxwell, West Virginia University; Robin F. A. Fabel, Auburn University; Donald L. Layton,
Indiana State University; Robert Maddox, Pennsylvania State University; Charles L. Ponce de Leon,
SUNY Purchase; Nancy Wingfield, Northern Illinois University; and Neil Heyman, San Diego State
University.

This text was required for one of my history classes. It is short,succinct, and loaded with valuable
maps and photographs. I would highly recommend this text for anyone looking for a comprehensive
overview of World War II. Lyons is a skilled, accessable author with a gift for making oft-reported
information fresh and exciting.
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enemy Europe feared fighter fighting Fleet France French front Fuhrer gained German Germany's
Guderian Hitler industrial invasion island Italian Italy Japan Japanese Jews Kuomintang land leaders
London Luftwaffe MacArthur major Manchuria Marshal ment miles military Mussolini naval navy
Nazi offensive operation Pacific panzer peace Pearl Harbor planes Poland port proved Rabaul raids
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