
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, Mary Ann Shaffer, Annie Barrows, Allen &
Unwin, 2010, 174237476X, 9781742374765, . A moving tale of post-war friendship, love and books,
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Society is a captivating and completely irresistible novel of
enormous depth and heart. It's 1946, and as Juliet Ashton sits at her desk in her Chelsea flat, she is
stumped. A writer of witty newspaper columns during the war, she can't think of what to write next.
Out of the blue, she receives a letter from one Dawsey Adams of Guernsey - by chance he's
acquired a book Juliet once owned - and, emboldened by their mutual love of books, they begin a
correspondence. Dawsey is a member of the Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, and
it's not long before the rest of the members write to Juliet - including the gawky Isola, who makesh
ome-made potions, Eben, the fisherman who loves Shakespeare, and Will Thisbee, rag-and-bone
man and chef of the famous potato peel pie. As letters fly back and forth, Juliet comes to know the
extraordinary personalities of the Society and their lives under the German occupation of the island.
Entranced by their stories, Juliet decides to visit the island to meet them properly - and unwittingly
turns her life upside down. Gloriously honest, enchanting and funny, The Guernsey Literary and
Potato Peel Society is sure to win your heart. 'I can't remember the last time I discovered a novel as
smart and delightful as this one. Treat yourself to this book, please - I can't recommend it highly
enough.' Elizabeth Gilbert, author of the international bestseller Eat, Pray,Love.. 
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The Book of Lies , Mary Horlock, 2011, Channel Islands, 327 pages. When you live on an island as
small as Guernsey, it's hard to imagine that secrets can stay secret. But they can and they do. And
fifteen-year-old Catherine Rozier knows the ....

Book Club in a Box The Guernsey Literary & Potato Peel Pie Society, Marilyn Herbert, Aug 17,
2010, , 78 pages. Guernsey is one of four British Channel Islands that was occupied for five years
(1940-1945) by the Nazis. This extraordinary story is one that few people, except for ....

Le cercle littÐ“Â©raire des amateurs d'Ð“Â©pluchures de patates , Annie BARROWS, Mary Ann
SHAFFER, Jul 5, 2012, , 380 pages. Je me demande comment cet ouvrage est arrivÐ“Â© Ð“Â 
Guernesey ? Peut-Ð“Ð„tre les livres possÐ“Ð•dent-ils un instinct de prÐ“Â©servation secret qui les
guide jusqu'Ð“Â  leur lecteur idÐ“Â©al ....

The Book of Lies , Mary Horlock, Mar 3, 2011, Fiction, 336 pages. On this island your friends and
your enemies quickly end up the same . . . -1985- When fifteen-year-old Catherine sees her best
friend slip from a wild cliff path she vows ....

The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer | Summary & Study Guide ,
BookRags, , , . .

Under the Influence The Shocking True Story of Angie Taylor, Julia Fisher, 1999, Biography &
Autobiography, 188 pages. One of the most remarkable Christian testimonies of recent years -- this
is the dramatic story of a former alcoholic street dweller's conversion to Christianity. Fostered ....
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Plain Truth , Jodi Picoult, Aug 7, 2007, Fiction, 405 pages. The discovery of a dead baby under a
pile of old blankets in Aaron Fisher's barn sets off a scandal in Amish country and an investigation
that could implicate Fisher's eighteen ....

Into My Arms , Kylie Ladd, 2013, Electronic books, 342 pages. One day a woman meets a man and
falls instantly and irrevocably in love with him. It hits her like a thunderbolt, and she has to have him,
has to be with him, regardless of the ....

The Best of Evil , Eric Wilson, Nov 23, 2011, Fiction, 352 pages. Ð²Ð‚ÑšSpare your soul,Ð²Ð‚Ñœ he
ranted, Ð²Ð‚Ñšand turn your eyes from greed.Ð²Ð‚Â¦Ð²Ð‚Ñœ The tattoos on his arms still reading
Ð²Ð‚ÑšLive by the SwordÐ²Ð‚Ñœ and Ð²Ð‚ÑšDie by the Sword,Ð²Ð‚Ñœ Aramis Black is ready for a
....

Water for Elephants , Sara Gruen, Jul 20, 2010, Fiction, 300 pages. When Jacob Jankowski,
recently orphaned and suddenly adrift, jumps onto a passing train, he enters a world of freaks,
grifters, and misfits the Benzini Brothers Most ....

Silvermeadow A Kathy and Brock Mystery, Barry Maitland, Jan 12, 2012, Fiction, . When his
longtime nemesis, the amphetamine-juiced killer known as "Upper" North, is spotted in England,
Detective Chief Inspector Brock is on the trail. His manhunt centers on ....

Making It Up As I Go Along , Maria T. Lennon, 2006, Fiction, 326 pages. Traveling the world as a
war correspondent, California native Saffron Roch believes that she has found true love with Oscar,
an egotistical surgeon working for Doctors Without ....

The letters comprising this small charming novel begin in 1946, when single, 30-something author
Juliet Ashton (nom de plume Izzy Bickerstaff) writes to her publisher to say she is tired of covering
the sunny side of war and its aftermath. When Guernsey farmer Dawsey Adams finds Juliet's name
in a used book and invites articulate&mdash;and not-so-articulate&mdash;neighbors to write Juliet
with their stories, the book's epistolary circle widens, putting Juliet back in the path of war stories.
The occasionally contrived letters jump from incident to incident&mdash;including the formation of
the Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society while Guernsey was under German
occupation&mdash;and person to person in a manner that feels disjointed. But Juliet's quips are so
clever, the Guernsey inhabitants so enchanting and the small acts of heroism so vivid and moving
that one forgives the authors (Shaffer died earlier this year) for not being able to settle on a single
person or plot. Juliet finds in the letters not just inspiration for her next work, but also for her
life&mdash;as will readers. (Aug.)

&#x201C;Traditional without seeming stale, and romantic without being naïve&#x201D; (San
Francisco Chronicle), this epistolary novel, based on Mary Ann Shaffer&#x2019;s painstaking,
lifelong research, is a homage to booklovers and a nostalgic portrayal of an era. As her quirky,
loveable characters cite the works of Shakespeare, Austen, and the Brontës, Shaffer subtly weaves
those writers&#x2019; themes into her own narrative. However, it is the tragic stories of life under
Nazi occupation that animate the novel and give it its urgency; furthermore, the novel explores the
darker side of human nature without becoming maudlin. The Rocky Mountain News criticized the
novel&#x2019;s lighthearted tone and characterizations, but most critics agreed that, with its humor
and optimism, Guernsey &#x201C;affirms the power of books to nourish people during hard
times&#x201D; (Washington Post).

Set in both London and Guernsey Island, this novel follows author Juliet as she becomes friends
with the inhabitants of the island shortly after the end of World War 2. Told in epistolary style, Juliet
learns of the occupied island and its deprivations, as well as the resounding spirit of the people who
live there. As she writes, she becomes more and more intrigued with the stories of the people who
survived the hard times, and she decides to create a book based on their experiences. In order to
gather more information, Juliet moves temporarily to the island and soon finds herself immsersed in



the culture and relationships.

This is absolutely one of the most delightful books I've read all year. The characters are real, the
relationships are unique, and Juliet is hysterically funny, as well as warm hearted and genuine. I did
have a bit of trouble keeping all the characters straight in the beginning, but once I caught on, I was
enthralled. The pages just fly by and while you will learn a little of what happened to Guernsey
during World War 2, you will learn much more about love and friendship. Highly recommended!

I wasn't that eager to read this lovely book. The title sounded silly and I've read a few other books
that were told entirely in the form of notes or letters like this one and I wasn't too impressed. And an
aunt and her niece authoring a book together? I couldn't imagine it. Yet, miraculously, THE
GUERNSEY LITERARY AND POTATO PEEL PIE SOCIETY manages to offer wonderful well
rounded characters, a genuine sense of historic time and geographic place, some real inspiring
stories of courage under hardship during World War II and a sweet if rather predictable love story.

The book takes place in England during the mid 1940's when the country was recovering from the
effects of the long war years. The central character of the novel is Juliet, a thirty something single
Londoner who has had some success writing a humorous newspaper column and is now looking for
a book subject. Through chance and a mutual love of the power of literature Juliet begins
corresponding with a group of diverse people on the British island of Guernsey who used books and
the fellowship they found discussing them to help them get through the hideous occupation of their
island by the Germans. The authors do a wonderful job giving unique voice and style to each of the
letter writers (maybe having two authors really helped in this case) long before Juliet meets her new
friends face to face. In the second half of the book, also written in letter form, Juliet is on Guernsey
herself and this part of the book is not quite as strong as the beginning as the plot settles in to more
of a traditional love story form and the literature themes are somewhat lessened. Still,through its
final page, this is an original and entertaining book.

During World War II, the Germans occupied Guernsey in the Channel Islands, so close to France
that, apparently, you could see cars on the highway on a clear day. The Germans built heavy
fortifications against the islanders, built a concentration camp on Guernsey, and Guernsey's children
were evacuated to England.

Juliet Ashton is an author looking for her next great idea, when she receives a letter from Dawsey
Adams, who lives on Guernsey, about Charles Lamb, to whose works we was introduced through
the Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Society. The Society came to be in an unusual fashion: one
evening after curfew, on their way home, some of its members were stopped by German soldiers,
and Elizabeth McKenna had to make something up on the spot. Over time, the members got
together whenever they could to talk about what they'd read. That's how Isola, for example, became
addicted to Wuthering Heights.

Juliet lives in a London that was decimated by war; her apartment by the Thames has been lost, as
well as all of her books (as you can imagine, horrifying). But her career as a writer is going well, and
she has a potential love interest: the handsome and rich Mark. But Juliet's life changes as she
receives more and more letters from the Guernsey Islanders, and she decides that she just might
have to pay them a visit

The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society is an utterly charming novel, written in an
epistolary fashion, between not only Julia and her new friends, but her best friend from childhood
and her brother (who also happens to be Juliet's publisher). It's a sweet, funny novel, and it reminds
me a lot of ...Read more &rsaquo;

Told completely in descriptive letters, amusing telegrams, and exclusive marginal notes, this modern
British classic details the lives and events of post-World War II civilians, particularly in bomb-raided
London and the recently liberated Channel Islands. The backdrop is extraordinarily well set, with
eye-opening and little-known flashes of war terror mingled with depressing, but rich details of
Guernsey's isolation under the prolonged German occupation during the war (which lasted until



1945). Both the tempestuous German reign and the brief evocations of the Belsen concentration
camps are horrific, but they contrast magnificently with the gorgeous portraits of post-war Guernsey.

Dawsey Adams finds the name and address of budding war commentator and novelist, Juliet
Ashton, in a book he's acquired secondhand, and seeing that the particular title--a Charles Lamb
classic--is well worn, he decides to write her expressing his admiration for the author and
complimenting her taste. He doesn't expect Juliet to respond--she doesn't know who he is, after
all--but with her spirit and partiality towards literature, she does--enthusiastically. And thus they
embark on an exciting, sparkling correspondence.

â€œ I wonder how the book got to Guernsey? Perhaps there is some sort of secret homing instinct
in books that brings them to their perfect readers.â€• January 1946: London is emerging from the
shadow of the Second World War, and writer Juliet Ashton is looking for her next book subject. Who
could imagine that she would find it in a letter from a man sheâ€™s never met, a native o...more
â€œ I wonder how the book got to Guernsey? Perhaps there is some sort of secret homing instinct
in books that brings them to their perfect readers.â€• January 1946: London is emerging from the
shadow of the Second World War, and writer Juliet Ashton is looking for her next book subject. Who
could imagine that she would find it in a letter from a man sheâ€™s never met, a native of the island
of Guernsey, who has come across her name written inside a book by Charles Lambâ€¦.

As Juliet and her new correspondent exchange letters, Juliet is drawn into the world of this man and
his friendsâ€”and what a wonderfully eccentric world it is. The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel
Pie Societyâ€”born as a spur-of-the-moment alibi when its members were discovered breaking
curfew by the Germans occupying their islandâ€”boasts a charming, funny, deeply human cast of
characters, from pig farmers to phrenologists, literature lovers all.

Juliet is a 30-something writer living in London. (She is like this perfect human being who is
universally loved. The only people who dislike even the smallest thing about her are the evil people).
One day she receives a letter from a man living on Guernsey islands who found her address on a
second hand book he had. Soon Juliet is exchanging letters with the members of Guernsey literary
society and people talk about what books they like and why. Then suddenly everyone forgets about
the books and Guernsey people start sharing their most intimate experiences from the time during
the world war with Juliet, who is only a stranger. A few weeks later Juliet goes to the Guernsey
islands to meet and interview these people. Of course everyone there just loves her (except the evil
woman). She stays there for a few months and decides to adopt a four year old orphan girl she met
there. The girl of course loves Juliet more than the people who have raised her. And then Juliet
marries a pig farmer and settles down on the Guernsey islands.

It shouldn't be difficult for a decent writer to develop good characters when using a letter format,
since each character gets his/her own voice. However, all the characters in this book seem to talk in
exactly the same manner. Be it an accomplished writer from the city of London or farmers from a
remote island, their letters sound just the same. Irrespective of whether the letters are being written
to a close friend or to a complete stranger. Almost all of the characters have only a single trait. For
some of the characters I can't recall even a single distinct characteristic.

Mary Ann tries to have everything in one book. She has grazed the surface of numerous topics like
books, world war, art, nature love, bucolic life, friendship, love, homosexuality, religion and so on.
None of these get more than a superficial treatment. Stories about Nazi occupation of Guernsey
don't tell you anything real about the war. They just revolve around this saint of a woman who died
during the war while trying to show-off her heroism. To add to this drama, halfway through the book
Mary Ann shifted the focus to Juliet trying to decide between different love interests (too many
people love her, you know). Why is this book being marketed a historical novel?

One night, four elderly people wandered in. They told me they were from a tiny island off the coast
of southern England called â€œGuernseyâ€•. Iâ€™d never heard of it, so they proudly explained it
was the only part of British soil that had been occupied by the Nazis during World War II. The
isla...more Several years ago, I worked at an art gallery here in Anchorage. Though I loved the art, I



wasnâ€™t much good at selling it. More often than not, I just chatted up the customers, who were
from all over the world.

Beginning early 1946 in London, Juliet Ashton, a British writer, and former war journalist, is
emerging from the ashes of the war to rebuild her life and her identity. She has lost her home and all
her possessions, most regrettably her book collection. Out of the blue, she responds to
correspondence started by a resident of Guernsey, who has managed to obtain a second-hand
book once owned by Juliet, in which she had long ago written her name and address. Through this
initial contact, Juliet meets an entire community, and the course of her life is redirected.

Daftwullie When did you work in Anchorage? Anna Washakie had paintings there a few years ago.
She lived in Fairbanks, and since my husband liked her work, we hav...more When did you work in
Anchorage? Anna Washakie had paintings there a few years ago. She lived in Fairbanks, and since
my husband liked her work, we have a perpetual one-woman show in our living room.(less)

The Second World War has ended and people across the world are picking up the pieces. It's 1946,
January, and Juliet Ashton is on a book tour around England for her recently published collection of
humorous columns that had been so popular during the war, Izzy Bickerstaff Goes to War. She's not
used to being a success and she does tend to throw things at people, but on the upside a very
wealthy and attractive man keeps sending her flowers.

A surprise letter from a complete stranger from one of the Channel Islands, Guernsey, provides a
new friendship and the germ of an idea for a new book. He, Dawsey Adams, had one of her books
(works by Charles Lamb), which had her address on the inside cover. Her old address, her beloved
flat that was bombed. The letter reaches her, and so begins a new friendship not just with Dawsey,
but the entire community of St Peter Port and the Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society.

Intrigued by this amazing name, the story of the literary society's origins are revealed and soon
Juliet is caught up in their story, and that of the island which was under German Occupation during
the war. Everyone has a story, and one woman in particular shines through all their tales: Elizabeth
McKenna, a resourceful and quick-witted young woman whom Juliet feels an affinity to.

I'm not normally a fan of books told through letters, though it's an unfair assumption that they must
always be boring. A truly skilled writer can reveal much through letters - and Mary Ann Shaffer, who
died just before the book was published, and her niece Annie Barrows who finished the manuscript
when her aunt fell ill, have completed a remarkable book that I cannot recommend highly enough.

This is a book that made me laugh, made me cry, and sometimes made me want to laugh and cry at
the same time. Yet it's not a morbid or sad book. Juliet is a delightfully funny woman whose teasing
tone reminded me of one of my sisters; and the Islanders each have their own quirks and remind me
of shows like Seachange and Hamish Macbeth - that small town, close-knit community feel. So
much is cleverly revealed to us through their correspondence, things that the characters themselves,
writing the letters, don't notice.

It's beautifully written, slightly tongue-in-cheek and with that real British sense of humour - which is
wonderful considering the authors are American. They really captured that tone, of the period as
well as the place. There's also a great deal of subtlety, and an undercurrent of excitement, that
completely beguiles you.

There are stories within stories as the past and the present overlap, and the complex relationship
between Islander and Occupier is gently explored, while the horrors of a concentration camp are
lightly touched upon - the full import is there, but not thrust in your face. A light touch, this book
proves, can be more powerful that a hard-hitting one.

This was one of the lovliest books I have ever read. I have read many books and seen many movies
about World War II, but this one was the best. It was so real. I felt like I knew the characters and I
wanted to run over to Guernsey to meet them in person. The stories about their experiences were



so touching, not just because they were hard, but because the people were so brave. Horrible things
happened to them, but I didn't feel traumatized reading about them. I felt uplifted at their endurance
a...more This was one of the lovliest books I have ever read. I have read many books and seen
many movies about World War II, but this one was the best. It was so real. I felt like I knew the
characters and I wanted to run over to Guernsey to meet them in person. The stories about their
experiences were so touching, not just because they were hard, but because the people were so
brave. Horrible things happened to them, but I didn't feel traumatized reading about them. I felt
uplifted at their endurance and hope, and love for each other. This book definitely joins the few
books on my favorites shelf. (I seem to have a weakness for books written as letters.)
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