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The purpose of registering a political party in the Register of Political Parties is that candidates at
elections who are members of registered parties may add their parties' name to their own names on
the ballot paper. If the party that you belong to is not included on the Register, you will be described
as a non-party candidate on the ballot paper. The Registrar and the actual Register of Political
Parties are based in the Houses of the Oireachtas, Dublin.

It does not have less than 300 recorded members aged 18 or over. A party that applies for
registration as a party organised to contest elections in part of the State, local elections or elections
to ÃšdarÃ¡s na Gaeltachta only needs 100 recorded members aged 18 or over and at least least
half of the party's recorded members are on the Register of Electors. Or

When the Registrar has considered your application for registration, you will be notified of the
decision and informed about the reasons for refusal if your application is refused and details of how
to appeal the decision. Notice of decision will be published in Iris OifigiÃºil. (Iris OifigiÃºil is the
official means used by the Irish Government to announce appointments to public offices and publish
proclamations; statutory instruments; appointment of receivers to companies; etc.).

Contact the Office of the Registrar of Political Parties and request an application form. You will
receive a copy of the application form, together with with a copy of the relevant extract from the
Electoral (Amendment) Act, 2001. The application form to register your political party is not currently
available to download online.

Elizabeth II's traditional title as Head of State is Duke of Normandy.[2] "The Crown" is defined by the
Law Officers of the Crown as the "Crown in right of Jersey".[3] The Queen's representative and
adviser in the island is the Lieutenant Governor of Jersey. He is a point of contact between Jersey
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ministers and the United Kingdom government and carries out executive functions in relation to
immigration control, deportation, naturalisation and the issue of passports.[4] Since 2011, the
incumbent Lieutenant Governor has been Sir John McColl.

The Crown (not the government or parliament of Jersey) appoints the Lieutenant Governor, the
Bailiff, Deputy Bailiff, Attorney General and Solicitor General. In practice, the process of appointment
involves a panel in Jersey which select a preferred candidate whose name is communicated to the
UK Ministry of Justice for approval before a formal recommendation is made to the Queen.

Jersey has an unwritten constitution arising from the Treaty of Paris (1259). When Henry III and the
King of France came to terms over the Duchy of Normandy, all lands except the Channel Islands
recognised the suzerainty of the King of France. The Channel Islands however were never
absorbed into the Kingdom of England by any Act of Union and exist as "peculiars of the Crown".

Campaigns for constitutional reform during the 19th century successfully called for: the replacement
of lay Jurats with professional judges in the Royal Court to decide questions of law; the
establishment of a Police Court (later known as the Magistrate's Court); the creation of a Petty
Debts Court; a professional, salaried police force for St Helier in addition to the Honorary Police; and
the reform of "archaic procedure of the Royal Court for criminal trials".[5] In 1845, the elected office
of deputy was created though this did little to redress the disparity of representation between the
rural and urban parishes: in 1854 St Helier contained over half of the island's population, yet was
able to elect only three out of the 14 deputies.[6]

Two significant constitutional reforms took place during the 20th century. In 1946, the States of
Jersey drew up plans for change following the German Occupation, which were examined by a
Committee of the Privy Council.[7] No change was made to the functions of the Bailiff. The twelve
Jurats were removed from the assembly of the States of Jersey and replaced by twelve senators
elected on an island-wide basis who would have no judicial functions. The twelve Rectors also lost
their place in the States assembly. No reforms were made to the role of the Deputies in the
assembly. The second major reforms took place in December 2005, when the States of Jersey Law
2005 came into force. This created a system of ministerial government to replace the previous
committee-based administration.[8]

In 2009, the States assembly rejected proposals by the Privileges and Procedures Committee to
simplify the electoral system by keeping the 12 ConnÃ©tables and introducing 37 deputies elected
to six "super-constituencies".[27] In 2010, the States assembly agreed to holding elections for all
seats on a single date and to cut the number of Senators from 12 to 8.[28]

Within the United Kingdom government, responsibility for relations between Jersey (and the other
Crown dependencies) and the United Kingdom lie in the Crown Dependencies Branch within the
International Directorate of the Ministry of Justice, which has a core team of three officials, with four
others and four lawyers available when required.[33]

In 2010, the House of Commons Justice Committee, conducting an inquiry into the Crown
dependencies, found that the Jersey government and those of the other islands were "with some
important caveats, content with their relationship with the Ministry of Justice".[34] Tensions have,
however, arisen from time to time. In the 1980s, there were discussions about a financial
contribution from Jersey towards the United Kingdom's costs in relation to defence and international
representation.[35] In March 2009, the House of Lords Constitution Committee criticised UK
government proposals in the Borders, Citizenship and Immigration Bill dealing with the Common
Travel Area, concluding that "the policy-making process ... has not been informed by any real
appreciation of the constitutional status of the Crown dependencies or the rights of free movement
of Islanders".[36] In 2009, the UK cancelled the reciprocal health agreement with Jersey, though a
new one came into effect in April 2011.[37] From 2005 to 2011, there were protracted dealings
between Jersey and the United Kingdom over Jersey's "zero-ten" tax regime and whether it would
be acceptable to the European Union.[38]



Although Jersey is for most day-to-day purposes entirely self-governing in relation to its internal
affairs, the Crown retains residual responsibility for the "good government" of the island.[39] The UK
government has consistently adopted a "non-interventionist policy", and following the "high degree
of consensus amongst academics, legal advisers, politicians and officials" would only intervene "in
the event of a fundamental breakdown in public order or the rule of law, endemic corruption in the
government or other extreme circumstances".[39]

The 1973 Kilbrandon Report stated that "In international law the United Kingdom Government is
responsible for the Islands' international relations" and "also responsible for the defence of the
Islands".[40] The United Kingdom is responsible for Jersey's international relations as an aspect of
the island's status as a Crown dependency. It is now normal practice for the UK to consult the
Jersey government and seek their consent before entering into treaty obligations affecting the
island.

Since 2000, Jersey's "external personality" has developed, recognised in the preamble to the States
of Jersey Law 2005 which refers to "an increasing need for Jersey to participate in matters of
international affairs".[41] In 2007, the Chief Minister of Jersey and the UK government agreed an
"International Identity Framework", setting out the modern relationship between the United Kingdom
and Jersey. The United Kingdom now issues "Letters of Entrustment" to the Jersey government,
which delegate power to Jersey to negotiate international agreements on its own behalf and sign
treaties in Jersey's own name rather than through the United Kingdom. This development was
"strongly supported" by the House of Commons Justice Committee in its March 2010 report on the
Crown Dependencies.[42] In January 2011 Senator Freddie Cohen was appointed as Assistant
Chief Minister with responsibility for UK and International Relations (in effect, Jersey's first Foreign
Minister).[43]

In relation to the Council of Europe, Jersey â€“ as a territory the United Kingdom is responsible for in
international lawâ€“ has been bound by the European Convention on Human Rights since the UK
acceded to the treaty in 1951. The Human Rights (Jersey) Law 2000 makes Convention rights part
of Jersey law and is based closely on the United Kingdom's Human Rights Act 1998.

During the 1980s, the question of Jersey making an annual contribution towards the United
Kingdom's costs of defence and international representation undertaken on behalf of Jersey was
raised. In 1987, the States of Jersey made an interim payment of Â£8 million while the matter was
discussed.[45] The outcome of debates within the island was that the contribution should take the
form of maintaining a Territorial Army unit in Jersey. The Jersey Field Squadron (Militia), attached to
the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia), deploys individuals on operations in support of
British Forces.[46]

The question of Jersey's independence has been discussed from time to time in the Assembly of the
States of Jersey. In 1999, a member of the government said that 'Independence is an option open to
the Island if the circumstances should justify this' but the government 'does not believe
independence is appropriate in the present circumstances and does not see the circumstances
arising in the foreseeable future when it would be appropriate'.[47] In 2000, Senator Paul Le Claire
called for a referendum on independence, a proposal which failed to win any significant support.[48]
The Policy and Resources Committee of the States of Jersey established the Constitutional Review
Group in July 2005, chaired by Sir Philip Bailhache, with terms of reference 'to conduct a review and
evaluation of the potential advantages and disadvantages for Jersey in seeking independence from
the United Kingdom or other incremental change in the constitutional relationship, while retaining the
Queen as Head of State'. The Group's Second Interim Report was presented to the States by the
Council of Ministers in June 2008.[49] The report concluded that 'Jersey is equipped to face the
challenges of independence' but 'whether those steps should be taken is not within the remit of this
paper'.

Proposals for Jersey independence have subsequently been discussed at an international
conference held in Jersey, organised by the Jersey and Guernsey Law Review.[50] The former
Bailiff, Sir Philip Bailhache has called for changes to the Channel Islands' relationship with the



United Kingdom government, arguing that 'at the very least, we should be ready for independence if
we are placed in a position where that course was the only sensible option'.[51]

In October 2012 the Council of Ministers issued a "Common policy for external relations"[52] that set
out a number of principles for the conduct of external relations in accordance with existing
undertakings and agreements. This document noted that Jersey "is a self-governing, democratic
country with the power of self-determination" and "that it is not Government policy to seek
independence from the United Kingdom, but rather to ensure that Jersey is prepared if it were in the
best interests of Islanders to do so". On the basis of the established principles the Council of
Ministers decided to "ensure that Jersey is prepared for external change that may affect the
Islandâ€™s formal relationship with the United Kingdom and/or European Union".

The parliamentary body responsible for adopting legislation and scrutinising the Council of Ministers
is the Assembly of the States of Jersey. Fifty-one elected members (Senators, Deputies and
ConnÃ©tables) sit in the unicameral assembly. There are also five non-elected, non-voting
members appointed by the Crown (the Bailiff, the Lieutenant Governor, the Dean of Jersey, the
Attorney General and the Solicitor General).[53]

Decisions in the States are taken by majority vote of the elected members present and voting. The
States of Jersey Law 2005 removed the Bailiff's a casting vote and the Lieutenant Governor's power
of veto.[54] Although formally organised party politics plays no role in the States of Jersey assembly,
members often vote together in two main blocs â€“ a minority of members, holding broadly
progressive views and critical of the Council of Ministers versus a majority of members, of
conservative ideology, who support the Council of Ministers.[55]

Scrutiny panels of backbench members of the assembly have been established to examine (i)
economic affairs, (ii) environment, (iii) corporate services, (iv) education and home affairs and (v)
health, social security and housing.[56] The real utility of the panels is said to be "that of
independent critique which holds ministers to account and constructively engages with policy which
is deficient".[57]

According to constitutional convention United Kingdom legislation may be extended to Jersey by
Order in Council at the request of the Island's government. Whether an Act of the United Kingdom
Parliament may expressly apply to the Island as regards matters of self-government, or whether this
historic power is now in abeyance, is a matter of legal debate. The States of Jersey Law 2005
established that no United Kingdom Act or Order in Council may apply to the Bailiwick without being
referred to the States of Jersey.[58]

Historically, Jersey had a "committee-based system of administration embracing all public service
functions and guaranteeing extensive involvement in policy-making for most members" of the
Assembly of the States of Jersey.[57] The report of a review committee chaired by Sir Cecil Clothier
criticised this system of government, finding it incapable of developing high-level strategy, efficient
policy-coordination or effective political leadership.[59] The States of Jersey Law 2005 introduced a
ministerial system of government. Executive powers are now exercised by a Chief Minister and nine
ministers, known collectively as the Council of Ministers responsible to the States Assembly.

There is no convention of Cabinet collective responsibility among members of the Council of
Ministers. The Council of Ministers reaches decisions by consensus and individual ministers retain
the freedom to dissent from Council decisions in public and even present their own policy to the
assembly of the States in their capacity as a member of the assembly without having to resign as a
minister.[57] Ministers are, however, bound by a Code of Conduct for Ministers approved in
2006.[60]

The overall direction of government as agreed by the Council of Ministers is published periodically
as a "strategic plan", the current one being the States of Jersey Strategic Plan 2009-2014.[61]
These plans are debated and approved by the assembly of the States of Jersey and translated into
action by a series of business plans for each department.



Several departments, each headed by a minister, are responsible for developing policy within the
framework of the strategic plan and for implementing services. They include: the Chief Minister's
Department; Economic Development; Education, Sport and Culture; Health and Social Services;
Home Affairs; Housing; Environment; Social Security; Transport and Technical Services; and
Treasury and Resources.[62]

In 2000, the Clothier report noted that "over the centuries Jersey has had many parties, by which
one means only a coming together of like minds to achieve a particular objective. Once achieved,
the binding purpose has disappeared and the group pursuing it has dissolved. Such a grouping is
not a true political party because it lacks the cement of a common philosophy of government, having
only a narrow objective to hold it together until the objective is either attained or lost".[63] Various
parties have been formed over the years in Jersey, but since the 1950s the majority of candidates
have stood for election unaffiliated to any political party.

Historically, two parties dominated Jersey politics. Originating in the 1770s, the Jeannot party
formed around the radical lawyer and ConnÃ©table, Jean Dumaresq, who opposed the cabal of
Jurats who surrounded Lieutenant-Bailiff Charles LempriÃ¨re (whose supporters became known as
the Charlot party). The Jeannots rapidly adopted the nickname of Magots (cheese mites) after their
opponents boasted of aiming to crush them like mites.[64]


