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There are many people who might work with you during the undergraduate admission process at
USC. The admission counselor who covers your territory is your main contact, but you may meet
several of us throughout the year. If you have looked at the application, you probably noticed our
Quick Takes section, which asks you to tell us about yourself, your role models, favorite food, etc.
Since we get to know you so well through your application and through personal contact, we thought
we would turn the tables on ourselves so you can learn more about us..

I am a native Californian who grew up in Torrance. Although I had every intention of going to college
outside California, I ended up choosing USC and loved every minute of my student experience. I
stayed here after graduation and have spent most of my professional career serving in various roles
across the university.

USC offers students an academic and social environment unparalleled in American higher
education. It is large enough to have something for just about everyone, but is also a place where
each individual is respected and receives personal attention. USCâ€™s unmatched diversity, along
with its values-driven philosophy and academic excellence, results in educational offerings that are
truly relevant to the 21st century.

The college search and selection process are all about finding the right fit. Donâ€™t become too
narrowly focused on one institution. Broaden your horizons and keep your options open; there are
more than 2,000 colleges and universities in the U.S., and there is certainly more than one that will
be the perfect fit for you.

My roots are in south-central Pennsylvania, but my parents moved to Southern California shortly
after I was born. I grew up mostly around Long Beach (a Millikan alum -- go Rams!), and attended
USC. I studied filmmaking with a dream to change the world by telling stories that must be told, by



bringing forward voices we all need to hear. A job I thought would be temporary became my dream
career, for we in college admission work to change the world every day. What a wonderful, fortunate
coincidence.

Quote: "I know what you&rsquo;re thinkin&rsquo;: 'Did he fire six shots or only five?' Well, to tell you
the truth, in all this excitement, I kind of lost track myself. But being this is a .44 magnum, the most
powerful handgun in the world, and would blow your head ... clean off ... you&rsquo;ve got to ask
yourself one question, 'Do I feel lucky?' Well, do ya, punk?"

I grew up on both the east and west coasts and spent part of my childhood in my motherâ€™s
native country of France. I was bitten by the admissions bug during my time as a USC Tour Guide.
This interest turned into a passion not only through my six years of working in the USC Office of
Admission but also as an executive board member of the Western Association for College
Admission Counseling. When Iâ€™m not reading applications, I enjoy all things food-related,
exploring L.A. on foot, doing aerial silks, and shopping for vintage items on Etsy.

Think of each part of the application as an opportunity to say something meaningful. Every part of
the application â€“ from how you present your Activities Summary to what you say in your Short
Answer responses â€“ should come together to paint a picture of who you are in all of your
multidimensionality.

I was a small-town Texan who always dreamed of bright lights and busy city streets, and my high
school academic and acting success helped garner a spot in USC&rsquo;s entering class. As a
student I worked very closely with New Student Orientation, and I am extremely happy to help
interested students gain admission to my alma mater. My passion for education has inspired me to
pursue a graduate degree in Educational Counseling at USC&rsquo;s Rossier School of Education.

When I was a freshman, coming to USC and Los Angeles from a small-town suburb of Sacramento
was quite a step outside of my comfort zone â€“ though in hindsight one of the best decisions I have
made. I became interested in admissions after working as an intern in the office while an
undergraduate, and have been proud to serve my alma mater since graduation.

I was born and raised in the great city of Los Angeles. Curiosity led me to attend college in Maineâ€¦
the furthest (and coldest) state I could have possibly gone to. After graduating, I gave back to my
alma mater by working in the Admissions Office for two years. Iâ€™m beyond ecstatic to have
returned home and to be at USC.

I was born and raised in the San Francisco Bay Area. I was a founding class member of the
University of California, Merced and it changed my life. As a campus tour guide I was bit with the
bug to make sure that everyone got an awesome college experience just as I did. I went on to
receive my Master&rsquo;s degree in Education to make that happen and here I amâ€¦a Trojan!

I was born and raised in Torrance, just outside of Los Angeles. Even though I planned on attending
college on the East Coast, when the time came I couldn&rsquo;t bring myself to leave and decided
on USC. I loved my time at SC so much that I chose to stay for graduate school and became very
involved in helping high school seniors apply to college. I enjoy exploring Los Angeles, finding new
and interesting restaurants and traveling.

USC provides students with a unique experience. On campus, students obtain a first class
education from renowned faculty, the ability to tailor academic programs to suit their needs, and the
opportunity to immerse themselves in an energetic campus life.Â  Off campus, students are
surrounded by the diverse and dynamic city of Los Angeles where they are able to learn about and
experience new cultures and ideas. Students at USC quickly become members of the lifelong Trojan
Family where they are supported as they grow personally, intellectually and professionally.

I am a Southern California native and have spent some time living in Singapore, Spain, Chile, and
Hawaii. Each of these experiences have contributed greatly to the way I view the world. Prior to



joining the Trojan family I worked at UCLA researching heritage learning and study abroad, and
serving as a counselor for students who wished to pursue international learning opportunities.

There is no one answer on how to pick a school or write your essays. Do what feels most
comfortable for you, stay positive, and let your personality shine. Donâ€™t be shy and ask as many
questions as possible to help guide your decisions. This is an important time in your life, but
donâ€™t stress too much.

Having been born in Minnesota and raised in a suburb of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, I felt a strong urge
to leave the Midwestâ€”and my winter jacketâ€”behind to attend the University of Southern
California. It was easily one of the best decisions I&rsquo;ve ever made. I&rsquo;m thrilled to be
back working for USC and look forward to continuing my work in higher education.

People often talk in clichÃ©s and hyperbole about how your years as an undergraduate are the best
years of your life. But, once you attend USC and explore all of the opportunities the university and
surrounding Los Angeles area have to offer, you begin to truly understand why people talk this way.
USC provides its students a diverse and wholly welcoming collegiate experience that rivals any in
the nation.

So you&rsquo;ve taken a rigorous academic course load, completed your standardized tests and
participated in your extracurricular activities.Â  Those parts of your application are extremely
important, but primarily in the past.Â  Use your time now to take advantage of what you can control:
the essay and short answers.Â  We aren&rsquo;t looking for safe, stock answers. Instead we want
to read your application and immediately get a sense of your unique personality.

Approach your college search knowing there is more than one university where you can be happy
and flourish (in fact, there are many!). Keep that perspective throughtout the process and your
stress level will decrease. Also, be yourself! Colleges are looking for authenticity in applications. An
authentic and real application shines on its own.

My roots are in the beautiful island of Puerto Rico. I left home to pursue college in Texas and since
then have lived and worked in Texas, New York, Florida and now California. I have been working in
college admission and Student Affairs roles for the past nine years and have loved every minute of
it. I have had the opportunity to come across amazing students and wonderful families. I believe
higher education changes lives! In my free time I like to spend time in the ocean, discuss fÃºtbol with
my brother, workout, learn other languages and travel to new places. I have a very eclectic taste in
music and Puerto Rico is always in my heart!

USC is an incredibly innovative place, if I had to describe it to a prospective student in one word I
would have to say: Dynamic! Students have so many options in the variety of programs, abundant
resources and opportunities available in the Los Angeles area, it is truly vibrant. The perfect mix of
academic excellence along with a great social environment is the reason so many students are
eager to pursue their college careers at USC.

I was born and raised in Los Angeles, but moved to Boston for my undergraduate years. After
getting my fill of icy winters and humid summers, I scurried back to LA to begin my career in higher
education.Â  Over the years I have worked in admissions offices at UCLA, USC, and NYU, and have
picked up a few graduate degrees along the way. In my free time I like to try new restaurants, listen
to live music, and travel.

I have lived in Southern California since birth and have loved every moment. I attended college in
San Diego and then came to SC for my graduate degree. I was always a highly involved student,
participating in numerous campus organizations, athletics and Greek life. My career aspirations
have always revolved around education. I am passionate about serving students and truly value the
college experience and the opportunities afforded to those who pursue higher education.

USC is a diverse institution that provides great opportunities to grow personally, academically, and



professionally. The remarkable and distinct education you receive here will surely prepare you to
become a leader in your field. In addition, the sense of community, pride and drive to excel that you
see and feel throughout the campus is an experience in and of itself.

I am an island-grown boy from Honolulu, Hawaii, who made the long trek across the Pacific to
experience college life on the mainland. Thankful for the rich life experiences I had as an
undergraduate, I elected to remain in Los Angeles to pursue a career in entertainment, seeking to
grant a voice to those often overlooked in society. I soon recognized that I could achieve this goal in
the realm of higher education, and count it a true privilege to serve on the admission staff here at
USC.

Our undergraduates have immediate access to vast academic resources characteristic of a large
research institution, but are also personally mentored in their scholastic, social, and career pursuits.
This support extends from our Trojan Family â€“ our tightly knit community who serve to equip
students with the resources necessary to be active contributors in their local communities and
around the world.

Consider your passions, academic ambitions, and personal goals, and utilize your answers to locate
particular schools at which you will excel and be at your best. Present your application as a succinct,
authentic explanation of why you believe USC to be a good fit for you. Please do not hesitate to let
me know if there is anything I can do to assist you in this process.

I grew up in Orange County and spent every summer in high school helping our family business in
Downtown LA's Fashion District. In college I loved studying religion because it was the perfect
fusion of art, history, philosophy, politics, and economics. I came back to USC's undergrad
admission office after a hiatus working in the hotel industry and graduate admission at USC's
Marshall School of Business. I love the energy at USC and it's a thrill to be here.
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