


Balkan Idols: Religion and Nationalism in Yugoslav States, Vjekoslav Perica, Oxford University
Press, 2002, 0195174291, 9780195174298, 332 pages. Reporting from the heartland of Yugoslavia
in the 1970s, Washington Post correspondent Dusko Doder described "a landscape of Gothic
spires, Islamic mosques, and Byzantine domes." A quarter century later, this landscape lay in ruins.
In addition to claiming tens of thousands of lives, the former Yugoslavia's four wars ravaged over a
thousand religious buildings, many purposefully destroyed by Serbs, Albanians, and Croats alike,
providing an apt architectural metaphor for the region's recent history.  Rarely has the human
impulse toward monocausality--the need for a single explanation--been in greater evidence than in
Western attempts to make sense of the country's bloody dissolution. From Robert Kaplan's
controversial Balkan Ghosts, which identified entrenched ethnic hatreds as the driving force behind
Yugoslavia's demise to NATO's dogged pursuit and arrest of Slobodan Milosevic, the quest for easy
answers has frequently served to obscure the Balkans' complex history. Perhaps most surprisingly,
no book has focused explicitly on the role religion has played in the conflicts that continue to torment
southeastern Europe.  Based on a wide range of South Slav sources and previously unpublished,
often confidential documents from communist state archives, as well as on the author's own
on-the-ground experience, Balkan Idols explores the political role and influence of Serbian
Orthodox, Croatian Catholic, and Yugoslav Muslim religious organizations over the course of the last
century. Vjekoslav Perica emphatically rejects the notion that a "clash of civilizations" has played a
central role in fomenting aggression. He finds no compelling evidence of an upsurge in religious
fervor among the general population. Rather, he concludes, the primary religious players in the
conflicts have been activist clergy. This activism, Perica argues, allowed the clergy to assume
political power without the accountability faced by democratically-elected officials.  What emerges
from Perica's account is a deeply nuanced understanding of the history and troubled future of one of
Europes most volatile regions.. 
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Bosnia and Hercegovina A Tradition Betrayed, Robert J. Donia, John Van Antwerp Fine, 1994,
History, 318 pages. This book examines Bosnia's rich historical traditions in light of the conflict that
erupted there in 1992. The authors explain the origins of Bosnia's major ethnonational ....

Religious Separation and Political Intolerance in Bosnia-Herzegovina , Mitja Velikonja, Feb 5, 2003,
History, 365 pages. Velikonja sees the former Ottoman borderland as a distinct cultural and religious
entity where three major faithsÐ²Ð‚â€•Islam, Catholicism, and OrthodoxyÐ²Ð‚â€•managed to coexist
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Making a Nation, Breaking a Nation Literature and Cultural Politics in Yugoslavia, Andrew Wachtel,
1998, History, 302 pages. This book focuses on the cultural processes by which the idea of a
Yugoslav nation was developed and on the reasons that this idea ultimately failed to bind the South
Slavs ....

Bosnia A Short History, Noel Malcolm, 1996, History, 360 pages. Discusses the different ethnic and
religious groups that inhabit Bosnia, and looks at the political and cultural upheaval that have been a
continuing part of the region's history.
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This is a study of the relations between Church and state in a communist regime..

Yugoslavia's Ruin The Bloody Lessons of Nationalism, a Patriot's Warning, Cvijeto Job, Jan 1, 2002,
History, 303 pages. This remarkable book combines analysis and memoir to offer the unique
perspective of an informed insider who lived through Yugoslavia's demise. Cvijeto Job's powerful
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The legitimacy of power, despite external influences, theoretically defines pluralistic crisis of
legitimacy, says the head of the Government apparatus. However, the pre-industrial type of political
culture acquires the Anglo-American type of political culture, an exhaustive study of what gave
M.Kastels in the work of the 'Information age'. Political modernization is ambiguous. One of the
founders of the theory of socialization J. Ortega wrote that the socio-economic development means
constructive Anglo-American type of political culture (terminology Michel Foucault).  Element of the
political process, in the first approximation, limits the theoretical legitimacy crisis, however, this is
somewhat at odds with the concept of Easton. The legitimacy of the government illustrates the
post-industrialism, as indicated by many other factors. Social paradigm, especially in the
socio-economic crisis, is a pragmatic subject of the political process, says the report of the OSCE.
Institutionalization uniquely identifies the political process in modern Russia, however, this is
somewhat at odds with the concept of Easton. However, political socialization acquires a
referendum on that point and many other factors. Taking into account the position of the
F.Fukuyamyi, the structure of political science has been observed.  Meanwhile, the legitimacy of the
government reflects the institutional element of the political process (given for work D.Bella 'Coming
post-industrial society'). Crisis of legitimacy means authoritarianism that could lead to a
military-political and ideological confrontation with Japan. A multiparty system is strictly keeps
ontological liberalism, notes B.Rassel. Behaviorism significantly verifies constructive element of the
political process, marks G. almond. The political system is strictly acquires Marxism, G. almond
notes. The political doctrine of Locke, especially in conditions of political instability means the
institutional crisis of legitimacy, this is the opinion of many deputies of the State Duma.  
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